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Ho ope never to An thang 

IJ have left the Univerſity, 
that there was a Time, when 1 
had no Friend there but yourſelf.. 
I therefore take the Liberty of 


' Diſcourſes, to expreſs my Gra- 


titude for "Ju Care and Gene- 
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prefixing your Name to theſe 1 
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can 


and I {hall 
ge myſelf 
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17 ou XXI. 255 2. 


bn SEBING HIM SAITH To Jzsvs,. Loxp, 


Ax WHAT SHALL THIS Man Dof 


Juavs SAITH UNTO HIM, IF I WILL THAT HE 
TARRYT TILL I COME; WHAT 18 THAT 10 
TEE ?—ForLow THOU Ws Mo 


H I Y $ Queſtion, ** the ee that \ was 'r 

© made upon it, are a ſufficient Indication, 

that even an Apoſtle had a Spice of Curioſity, 

which our Saviour, without any De to 
ay FOO would mes no Means nr, 


In the Beginnilly of this Chapter, which: con- 


* the St. 1 25 relates ſome fare 
| Z well 


6 
well Speeches, which Chriſt made to his little 
Flock immediately before his Aſcenſion: and if 
Simplicity of Language and divine Philanthro- 
py, if Omnipotence in the Maſter, or Love in 
the Diſciple; if Hearts of the nobleſt Metal and 
the fineſt; Temper could make a final Parting 
ſolemn and affecting, v we have it t in this! inimi- 
table ey. | x 
Ix appears that St. Peter, next to the Evan- 
| geliſt, had a conſiderable Share in his Maſter's 
Affections.— And a few Verſes preceding the 
Text, we are honoured witha Dialogue, in which 

our Saviour preſſes the Apoſtle with ſome inte- 
| reſting Queſtions, which pointing to a late Inci- 
dent in his Conduct decply alarmed him For, 
as at the laſt Supper, he outſpoke all the A- 
Re that he would never be offended, = {6 
Chriſt edges his firſt Queſtion with an Allufion | 
: . that Affair, Simon, Sen b Jonas, loveſt thou 
me more than theſe ? viz. though you declared it 
very zealouſly-at the Table; I did not find it ſo 
in the Garden. Peter thinking that what was 
forgiven, was forgotten, boldly appeals to his 
Ortifitſcience; Na, Lord, thou knoweft that I love 
tber. This having no proper Effect, he aſks 


him again, Simon, Son of Janas, loveſt thou me? 


to which he as reſolutely 


lied, Tra, Lord 


that I __ thee. This likewiſe be= 
1 ing 
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all this; though one would ima 
i enough upon his Spirits, to think and deter- 


Pg tal) 


ing inſufficient to the YE he once more 
repeats it. And perhaps, could we have ſeen 
his Looks, his Eye cut him deeper than his 
Tongue, when he ad, Simon, Son of Jonas, loveſt 
thou me? Then Peter was all in Confuſion; for 
the Scripture ſays, he was grieved to ſee our 


Saviour call his Love in queſtion, as often as be 


had denied lim before. 


Ver ON « this the ly SE ſation being interrupted | 
for a while, our Saviour, in Compaſſion perhaps 


to. Simon 8. Uneaſimeſs, changed the Subject, 


by a Declaration which revived their Spirits un- 
der his approaching Departure; Yerily.T ſay unto 
vou, there be ſome flanding here, which ſhall nos 
tafte-of Death,. till they, ſee. the San of Man coming 


with power. This was an Aſſertion, that carried 


with it a very ſingular and intereſting Favour, 
in which. ſome ef the Diſciples were to be in- 


dulged. And. as. Chriſt had juſt before told 
| Peter, that he Was to be girded, and bound, and 


carried hither he would nat. N otwithſtanding ; 
ne he had 


9 


mine, and beg for Aſſiſtance, in that laſt 
Struggle of his Warfare: yet it ſeems he was 
anxious to know the 9 — Man, and imme- 
diaately pointing at St. John, aſked our Saviour 
in fn Words of the Text, Lord, what Pal this 
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Min r to which he replied, If T will 1 tht be 


1029 ti 1 1 come, what ts that tothe * 
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Tur in Moral of the Words, confidered 
apart ew: the Perſon to whom they were ad- 
dreſſed, contain a general Cenſure of an exceſſive 
Curioſity in Religion, eſpecially in Points which 
neither concern our Happineſs or Duty. Let 
us then in Honour of Chriſtianity, and for 


cur on Innocence and Eaſe, ſhew from Teſti- 


mony and Experience, from Reaſon and Revela- 


tion, that the Myſteries of Heaven are no Part 
of our Buſineſs upon Earth, and that to pry 
into the Secrets of Futurity, betrays a weak 
Head, or a wanton Heart, which ought never 


to be pratified, except to their own x Confuſion. 


"Lock this firſt at st. Pater, at PR the 
general Frailty of Mankind. Chrift had given 
out at ſeveral Times, in a Manner not abſolute- 
ly determinate, that he would not leave the Wit- 


neſſes of his Miracles uncomforted. And that 
however diſtreſsful their preſent Situation might 
appear, yet in a little Time a moſt aſtonifhing 


and tranſporting Change ſhould ſucceed; In 


this Protniſe was undoubtedly intended the Ef- 
fuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, But however, as 


previous to that, it was his Pleaſure, that one 
of his mani ſhould live long enough to ſee 
Ven- ö 


(0 $-)) 


Peng taken upon the Jews, which is meant 
by the Son of Man coming with Porter. This Fa- 
vour was intended for St. John the Evangeliſt, 
vho actually ſurvived the Deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem, the Particulars of whoſe Life and Death 
are thus mentioned in Hiſtory: That he ſuffer- 
ed Martyrdom under Domitian, who put him 
into a Cauldron of boiling Oil, out of 3 he 
came uninjured: that he was then baniſhed to 
the Ifle of Patmos, where he ſaw Chr iſt in his 
glorified State,-and wrote his Book of Revela- 
tion: was recalled from Baniſhment by Coc- 
_ceius Nerva : became | afterwards Biſnop of 
Epheſus, | where. * "= in r CA 


JS” 


"IE of his Ap. if S$rd97 03 20887 
. are the patieule Wente It this wy 

- the ſingular Indulgence vouchſafed to St. John. 
And therefore we may aſk, What is there in 
them all, conſidered merely in a religious View, 
that would have contributed in the leaſt 60 
Peter's Happineſs or Satisfaction, had he been 
gratified by our Saviour with an Anſwer? For 
I aſk, Would it have made the Binding and 
Girding under Nero, of which our Saviour 
forewarned him, leſs bitter and ſevere? Would 
it have diſpelled any Fears or ſoftened any Tor- 
tures, to know merely that St. John would out- 
Oe him? een it have poured. o one Drop of 
Wann,. * . 5 Cam- 


Comfort into his Heart, to be told, that him- 
ſelf muſt expire in Agonies on the Croſs, and 
that St. John ſhould multiply his Days as the 
Sand, and lige the Phenix die in his Neſt? Would 
any, or all theſe Conſiderations have animated 
"his Hope, or inſpirited his Courage, or ſweetened 
his Life, or alleviated his Death? Could they 
have given him a larger Title to eternal Happi- 
neſs, or have gained him a brighter and ſupe- 

rior Crown of Martyrdom ? Tf they could do 
"nothing like this, and this they certainly could 
"not do; This very Reaſon why he aſked this Que- 
ſtion, was a good Reaſon why he ſhould be de- 
nied; and the Denial, whatever was our Saviour's 

| Motive, whether to rebuke his Curioſity, or pre- 
| vent the Miſery of ſuch a Knowledge, was equal- 

= 1 wiſe and merciful, benevolent and kind. 
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Netty the 2 kind of Argument to our- 

BN , and undoubtedly there is more Probabi- 

ty of our abuſing any Indulgences to a Curio- 
ſity, that would read the Secrets of Futurity. 
We have ſeen from Teſtimony and Experience, 

| that had St. Peter been informed to the utmoſt 
of his Wiſhes, it would not have contributed 1 in 
the leaſt to his Happineſs; nay, we may con- 
elude from our Saviour's Denial, it would have 
bhbeightened his Miſery. And if it would not be 
"conducive to our H Harries, : it would be no 
dic 
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Aifienlt Matter to prove it can never be our 
Duty: for both are connected and are always 


inſeparable. Not an Inſtance is to be found, 
either in Nature or Grace, wherein we ſhould 


l reap any Benefit or Satisfaction from any Kind 
of Knowledge, which God has dae con- 
cealeg from ou Wen 


8 by e 1 Re ads to — common 
Contingenbes of Life, let us reaſon diſpaſſionate- 
ly and piouſſy on the Subject, and trace out the 
Mercy and Goodneſs of Heaven, in not afford- 
ing a general View of all we are to know and 
e in his Lak of Tears, 


We, come inte the World 8 any Know- 
FR Conſent of our own, and what is ſtill 
mare without the Poſſibility of reſiſting or 
preventing our Nativity. In Conſequence of 
hi much Anguiſh x be felt by many, 
ANCE much, x not actually ſuffered, yer what 3 48 
equally amazing, to be feared and apprehended 
by all. Pain therefore, or the Dread of Pain, 
makes upcthe Ingredients of that bitter Cup, 
which ſome only taſte off, while others are com- 
ꝓPelled in the Bitterneſs of their Soul, to wring 
and ſuck out to the Dregs. In this: Neceflity 
Of a ſuffering Exiſt * 
mg: ee a Ficture of his Miſeries, in 


ence, would any one in his 


of B 4 | all hk 


| 't 8 ) 

all their Variety of Wretchedneſs exhibited to 

his View ? Would he chooſe to ſee them collec- 

_ tively in all their Horrors, when any one ſingly 
perhaps would give ſuch a Shock to his Spirits, 

which no Charm of Tongue, nor healing Time, 
nor inborn Courage could totally recover ? 


Would any Parent, however ſolicitous for the 
Wellfare of his Offspring, deſire to ſee the dread- 
ful Scenes they may paſs through Life? To ſee 
a Daughter, for whoſe Innocence and Happineſs 
he has heaved many a ſigh, and put up many 
_ a paſſionate Supplication to Heaven, gradually 

ſedluced from Crime to Crime, from the Loſs of 
Virtue to Infamy and Deſtruction? Could he ſee 


2 Son, the fond Image of himſelf, intended to 


inherit his Virtues as his Fortunes, dragged to a 
diſgraceful End by public Juſtice, or fall a Victim 
to Intemperance, Inſanity, Debauchery and 
Scorn? theſe would be Scenes too affecting for 
the ſtouteſt Heart, where he might excuſably 


With Job, curſe the Day be vas born, and _ | 


it to be ON out Tm et Number 175 the Me 


To drop theſe Cafideriniqns for vihers's more 


mY general. IS there 'a Man who would like to 


know the very Moment of his Death? to an- 
ticipate in his Fears all the Pangs and Convul- 
_ ſions antecedent to his End? to be certain eve- 
7 cer and * of his Breath, that he 


: Was 


(C 


Was > hang a Particle of Exiſtence, made much 


ſhorter by a preciſe and limited Certainty. This 


would unnerve his Reſolutions and his Schemes, 
damp his Enjoyments, and blacken the whole 
Texture of his Life. Nothing would be done 
with Pleaſure or Activity, had not Heaven in 
Mercy ſhut up the Book of Fate, and let him act 
while he can act, with Hope and Expectation 
till his Change come. In all theſe Caſes the Be- 
nevolence and Compaſſion of Providence is ma- 


dene to W Individual. 


er part of the animal Cr extion; God bus 


f made apparently and comparatively. happy by 


a ſweet Inſenſibility and Ignorance of their End. 
In this delightful Enjoyment of - the- preſent, 
every Claſs of Creatures paſſes the deſtined Peri- 


od of Exiſtence, joyous, ſatisfied and Happy: 
they feel none but preſent Inconveniences: are 
never tortured with Apprehenſions of Futurity : 
till the Knife or ſome natural Diſtemper puts an 
End to their Happineſs and their Life together. 
But as Man is endued with the ſupreme En- 
do ment of Reaſon, and is therefore capable 
of feeling with uncommon Senſibility, this very 
F.ͤ⸗Xaculty would be a Curſe and a Puniſhment; if 
God had not locked up the Period of his Life in 
general from his View. For by this admirable 


-EanfSvanges let * attack him in whatever 
; Shape : 


Shape or Severity, yet while he encounters only 


one Misfortune at a Time, he hopes that may 
poſſibly be the laſt: or if not ſo, that the ſame 
Magnanimity which carried him through the 
firſt; will bear him with equal Reſolution 
through another. By this Means he has breath- 


ang Time allowed him: and after the Aſſaults 
one Evil are over, is prepared to ſtruggle with 
another: this habituates him to bear Calamity 


with leſs Uneaſineſs and Deſpondency, when he 


has experienced the utmoſt of its Violence: 


whereas, was he to ſee the collected Ocean of 


Troubles at one View, his Courage would ſink 
under it; and thinking them unſurmountable 


by human Patience and F ortitude, would- a þ 


—_ down and die. EATS ad44 


1 ay therbfore, af 88 "I Wen fo 
2mercifat in conſulting our Happineſs, by pre- 


: venting unneceſſary Miſery, which would un- 
avoidably pour upon us from a Knowledge of 


Futurity with Regard to hi5 Werld : how much 


more by concealing” from our preſumptuous 
Eyes the awful Volumes of Eternity? Upon 


what Principle or in what Reſpect could it con- 


tribute to any Man's Satisfaction here to know 
the final State of his Neighbour hereafter ? If it 


were Miſery, it muſt exceedingly affect him, 
RO him to wear Es A Heart: 


N 

and 1 it was not Miſery, what Addition to his 
Enjoyments temporal, Fi Ren- that his Neigh- 
bour would fit high and happy in Eternity, 
while himſelf . if not excluded, would 
be compelled to a lower Seat? View then this 
wicked Curioſity in any Situation, it cannot be 
defended by any Principles of Reaſon, becauſe it 
| would equal us with the Deity in Knowledge, 
and pour more Anguiſh on the preſent State, 
which, U miſerable as it is, would then be moſt 

W wretched. 


Aon might be fail won that oft medi- 
tated Subject, the Certainty of Salvat ion: but 
in brief this If a Perſon be newly recovered 
from a State of Sin, the Habit of which is not 
totally e extinct, he may be too haſty 1 in pro- 
nouncing well: he is wrapt up in Clouds: | bis 
brighteſt Day is but Twilight: his Diſcernings 
are dark, conjectural and imperfect: his Heart 
is like a cold Hand newly applied to the Fire, 

full of Pain: and whether the Cold or Heat be 

ſtrongeſt, is not eaſy to determine. But ac- 
; cording as Perſons grow in Grace they may 


grow in Confidence. Vet not always certainly | 


| ſo. For ſometimes holy People do infinitely 
deplore the Want of thoſe Graces, which*God 
beholds in them with great Complaceney ane 
Acceptance. So that to be certainly perſuaded - | 


even. of our ** Condition, i is not a Duty: 
tis juſt as God pleaſes, without any Crime or 
Danger to the Soul. Sometimes it cannot be, 
from a gloomy Conſtitution, and ſometimes it 
is better to be otherwiſe. So much Hope is 
ſimply neceſſary, as excludes Deſpair, and en- 
' courages Duty, and glorifies God, and enter- 
tains his Mercy. But that Hope ſhould be 
without F ear, is not given, but to the higheſt 
Faith and moſt ardent Charity: to habitual, 
ratified, aged Chriſtians, and to them alſo with 
ſome Variety. If it be not revealed, their Con- 
dition is certain; but their Perſuaſion has a 
Mixture of Fear, which will never defeat that 
. final Mercy, which the general Tenour of their 
. Actions has not defeated. i in Life. oof os eve 


Tos mack co Curioſty i in 1 = 
which proceeds from a ſuſpicious, unbelieving 
Heart, that would have Happineſs obtruded 
upon it, unconnected with pious Obedience: it 
would have hurt Peter, it would ruin us: let 
us follow the ſame Maſter, aſkirig no Queſtions 
for Conſcience Sake: begging ſuch aids of the 
* _ Spirit, to animate our Hopes, to ſooth our 
Sadneſs, to refreſh our Spirits; that we may be- 
lieve fo as to adore, — and practiſe ſo as to 
hope, — and perſevere ſo as to feceive that 
5 ne Sg - hüch nc human Obedience | 


| 1 & 

can merit, which human Frailty in general 
might deſpair of, yet notwithſtanding is held 
out to us by an Exuberance of divine Love, 
from which nothing can divide us but proud 
Infidelity * ** Preſumption. 


» 
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S. JOHN XXI. 25. 


AND MANY OTHER THINGS THERE: ARE WHICH , 
Irsus DID, WHICH IF THEY WERE WRIT- | 
TEN IN A BOOK, I s8UPPOSE THE. WHOLE | 
WORLD WOULD NO CONTAIN THE THINGS 

F WHICH SHOULD BE WRITTEN. 


2 has bak a Maxim of the World too fatal- 
ly verified by Experience, that the beſt 
Schemes, however benevolently planned, or 
prudentially adminiſtered, are liable to Perver- 
ſion and Abuſe. This may be owing to the 

Ignorance, Inſincerity, or Corruption of our 
Nature, in not underſtanding, or not applying, 
or obſtinately oppoſing Aſſiſtance or Advice; 
which t implies Superiority in the Giver, 
and too often raiſes Envy in the Receiver. 


| Os, 


( 16 0 


on, on the contrary it may be ſaid, a of 
the Number of thoſe, who-are capable of bene- 
fiting Inferiors, Vanity and Influence are the 
| predominant Motives of their Kindneſs : and 
that therefore ſuch Services are diſdainfully re- 
ceived by thoſe, who take a Pride and a Plea- = © 
ſure in owning no Obligation: theſe may be | 
the Reaſons why human Schemes are defeated, N 
and we no longer wonder at their Abuſe. But b 
how the Schemes of the Almighty ſhould be I} ſt 
able to the ſame Outrage, is at once a Queſtion b 
full of Pity and Amazement. "x08 = 


AMAA 


"ty Fa ficalir 1 mean this Paſſage in the Text: a = 
| which? either by human Ignorance, i in not un- | 
| derſtanding, or by Inattention, in not expreſſ- an 
ing the true Meaning of the Words, is left to tr 
the World, as containing an Aſſertion, wich th 
* Belief, and 1 1s SORMANAOry to Reaſon, = BL 


* * Ss as Our Saviour declares i in kis own Tine I fee 
| that- the Word of God was made of none Efeet 
by human J. raditions; ſo here, by paſſing through | 
mortal Hands, has been ſomething diminiſhedof pi 
its Brightneſs. And thoughnot one Truth of the an 
| Goſpelor Article of Faith is affected by the preſent ſu; 
* Expreſſion : yet ſince the Holy Spirit is always the 
Mo true, and we have the Spirit of UDndirſtanding, in 
| 


we * to ä out the hidden Things of ſee 
jy | God, | 


0 2 
God, and take 5 any Veil, or remove any 
Obſcurity, that may hinder the Wen of the 
Gare from Gang upon all. ; 


Tax Paſſa age 3 us, is one of thoſe places 
which is er to be underſtood, not merely off it 
ſelf, but by Accident; by the Miſapprehenſion or 
Miſinterpretation of a Word: which Word might 


be, and undoubtedly was perfectly well under- 


ſtood, at the Time it was delivered to the World; 
but might as eaſily be miſunderſtood by Perſons 
n at a vaſt Diſtance from its original Uſage. 


E oR though the Tranſlators by” Scripture into 


Jour Language, were Perſons of exceeding Piety . 


and Learning, and in general have given us the 
true Meaning of the Spirit: yet, remembering 
that they were neither inſpired nor infallible, 
we admure in general the Excellency of the Work, 
at the ſame time remarking ſome gall Imper- 


fekte. 
Aon as God has 3 by his. own In- 5 | 


ſpiration, that his Word ſhould be the Pillar 5 
and Ground of Truth: ſo it might be his Plea- 


ſure, that it ſnould be like the Pillar of Fire to 
the Iſraelites; a Splendour in a Cloud, a Beauty 
in a Veil; true, yet deep, having much to be 


9 yet ſomething en much to be 
— EN 5 ad- 


18 3 


Gini, yet ** to be examined. And 
às the Sun in his Glory ak ſome Spots upon his 
Orb, fo the Goſpel has its dark Places, to raiſe 0 
Attention,—to exerciſe Reaſon, —to employ the t. 
Mind, to adore the Creator, that even thus 
Light may ſpring out of Darkneſs, and ſhine 
more and n more unto a | perfect My. Wann 


_ In this View, it cannot be PRION our 


'by comparing Scripture 

ure, — by Reaſon, en- 
deavour to read it in a Senſe more accommo- 
date to Faith, and 1 more agrecable to ey nten- 
tion of St. John. Rane 


„ ²˙ zo 4 - a. 2 


"Ki D many other Things t Hide: are * ich e 
did: which if they were written in a Book, I ap- 
aft the cohole World would not contain BE 7 Bir gs 
which Na be written. e 1 


In the Ori ginal we e find nn different ; 
3 m the Expreſſions which ſhould have * ren⸗- 
dered, F they had been written diftint#ly,” if every | * 
= other Aclion of Chriſt in particular had been written | = 
by ifelf, each would have been ſo full of Mat- 
ter and Amazement, as to ſwell a Volume; ; and 
the Sum fo infinite, that we read, te whole 
Vorl would not contarn Tie Books Fur m_— be 
writt en. 


. 

Tuar the Books would have been excerd- 
ingly numerous, may be eaſi ly admitted with-" 
out the leaſt Heſitation: bit Whether ſo far as 
to out- ſwell the Compaſs of the World, is a 
„ N Kere c e R to be . 


Tux 0 * a Ws our 1 
which his Spirit has directed the Evangeliſts 
to record, take up but very little Compaſs in the 
Goſpel. And though their Fame is gone forth 
into all Lands, and may be ſaid to have filled 
Heaven and Earth; vet the mere Space filled 
up by the Writing, 40 lle Elijah Cloud, NE 
from the Ocean, 10 Ae how a Nha s mr 


” 


us Now this Kind of Simmilitude may y juſtly 1 * 
admitted, even allowin g the antient Way of 
rs Writing upon Parchment to be twice as volu- 
I minous as Printing: And yet, inconſiderable 
as is the Size of the Things that are written, 
it ve can draw no fair Compariſon between them 
and the Things that are not written; as a juſt 
y | Compariſon preſuppoſes an adequate Know- 
„ | Tedge of the Things compared; and with he 
Ir we are ee r | 


* 
4 8 
? | 18 
A Os Co Conſequence it heeamaes a Quetion 4M 
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which Jeſus did, if they were written, would 
not be contained by the whole World? This 


— 

88 F 
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iet) 
e Point, Whether the many other Things 


is the hard Place which affords great Difficulty 
to the unlearned, and has occaſioned many 


ſolid ens and ee, alſo from the 


ned. 


1 | 


* Or theſe. one eminent ae 1s of 0. 


pinion, that this Paſſage, be aohole World would 
not contain the Things that would be written, is a 


bold figurative Metaphor, uſual with inſpired 


Writers, when they are comparing Something 


grand or difficult in Man, to Something more 


grand or difficult in Nature, though Ralls im- 
ee to be rs . 

_ * on n en the Plalmiſt ona; 
The. Valleys ſhall Hand fo thick with Corn, that they 
Hull laugh and ſing, every one knows, that re- 
ally laugh and ſing they cannot; but yet will 
mmediately acknowledge, that they can look 
43. gay and delightful as a Man, when he laughs 

obus. — Or n. when our Saviour lays, 


'® — — BE 
4 Holt. V. 246. 
Ft vag 3 Ocho . 


naa Hal. „& av Nas ena rng AN Ng aporre. 


80 50 Shakeſpeare: A would fink a Navy, too much 


Honour, 
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Its egher for a Camel to go through a Needles 
Eye," than for a rich Man to enter into the Ring- 
dom of Heaven, we are ſure, that he cannot mean 
this as abſolutely. true of all rich Men, — Or, 
where is Job, who had all the Riches of the 
Eaſt ? — Where 1s Abraham and his Sons, h 
who had Abundance of Flocks and Herds? and 
*of the Deep that coucheth beneath? and the chief 
Things | of tbe antient Mountains, and the' pre. 
cious Things of the laſting Hills? Where is David 
with his Talents of Gold; and Hezekiah with 
his boundleſs Treaſures ? Where is Lazarus and 
his Siſters, who treated the Son of God with a 
ſplendid Table? Or Joſeph of Arimathea, that 
honourable: Counſellor, who laid him in 
an honourable Tomb? — 9 Rich and blameleſs 


then, in the Allowance of Heaven, are Epi- | 


| | thets not always incompatible. A Man may be 


rich-in Gold, and rich towards God, if he uſe, 
or part with it on proper Occaſions: but if he 
makes Gold his God, and forgets his Fellow 
Creatures, his Entrance into Heaven muſt be 
as difficult, in any Meaning of the Word, as 
for a loaded Camel to paſs the Gate near 


Jem. commonly called the Needle Eye. 


+ 2015 e Does 
9 Deut. xxxiii, 13, 15. $ AOvtios ann, Hom, . 
+ Mark x. 25. — The Camel was the Jargeſt Animal in 

Paleſtine, and proverbially uſed by our Saviour to expreſs a 

vaſt object: — Strain at a Gnat and ſwallow @ Camel. — The 

Bunch would hinder its Paſſage through a low Place. And 

at the little Gate, called the Needle's Eye all Camels e's 

unload - 
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that the lofty Language Re 


of thi Eaſtern prone and the dark Sayings of fy 
rover — brag 

tas) ſtrictiy? \ So we leave this Opm 
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* wy AM the next apo f 18. ; motel df 0. 
pinion, that the Evangeliſt meant in this Man 
N F "That wok * E e, 426d em Jeſus di 
| — hat the Wo 1d 
d able to receive the-Bocks ;but 48 vary 
the Volumes would prevent the rn ty 
Mankind from ene ume or pr rocuri 
_ *them.? This is good Ground, and 
wilt reſt, to examine the laſt · — 
18 apparently the weakeſt; = thus he ſup- 
poses t the Evangeliſt to mean: That if they 
were all particularly written, the unbelieving 
World would not receive them, ſo as to be 
mbved by Faith and Obedience. But as St. John 
_ knew; that the unbelieving World would reject { 
even Sr aw! had n mm cu be no | \ 
| Rea- 
ad, bs * ee T was 4 fine Allufion to the 
Man of lorgt Poſſeſſions, which he muſt lay down, as a perſe- 
cuted Diſciple then, or diffuſe in Acts of Charity now, be- 
fore he can paſs the narroto Wap, that leadeth to eternal Life, 
— Siquidem bumilis et anguſta eſt Porta, nec recipit Came- 
los Opum Sarcinis onuſtos: fic'enim notavit divites avaros, 
quibus Divitiæ magis ſunt Oneri quam Uſui, ut quas alis 


bajufant potius quam Gbi. Eraſm. in Locum. | 
5 Dodderidge. Nona — to take in, + Elſaer, 
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Reaſon for his omitting any Miracle, to — 
fy contemptuous Unbelievers. To him there- 
fore we pay as little Attention as Jehu to the 
Meſſenger; What haſt thou to do with Peace, 
Get thee behind me? as apprehending the 
two firſt put together in the Balance of Reaſon, 


will not be found wanting either in Weight or 


Value, and in Company with theſe two Quali- 
ar, ys Truth 850 be ElTovered. 56rd 


Tur firſt ſets out with cuppoſing the Ex- 3 


vreffion not to be ſtrictly true, but a bold Hy- 
perbole uſual with the Writers of Aſia, fignify- 
ing a prodigious Number, — And this is allow- 


able. The next proceeds with an additional 
Argument, and fays, that had all the other 
Tha gs been written, their Number would have 
rendered it not only inconvenient, - but im- 
poſſible for the World nen to $a Meat or 


me” n 
„Rb this thods os pin like the Truth, tha 


till we have infallible Evidence to the contrary, . 
we will reſt ſatisfied with the Appearance, and 
treat it as a Reality for the . Reaſons. 895 


rg | Tas Improbability, nay the natural Im- ; 
7 poſſibility of its being literally true, or ſtrictiy 
ſo interpreted, leads us to underſtand it in a 
e den indeed, and eee but 
04 neee 
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not incredible. And this we do by ere 
the N umber to by prodigious. OI 


| e when to an Expoſition chen often. 
ed and qualified, we pour in additional Reaſon 
to ſupport it: when we weigh it not with one, 


but many Conſiderations, and the Judgement 


approves the Reports of the Mind: when in one 
Senſe it is credible; — in another convincing ;— 


in another neither of theſe, — we compare the 
laſt to that unmeaſurable Ether, which hides 


many a Star from our View, and the two firſt 
to thoſe artificial Glaſſes, which nee N 
by a Light. as true as their own. 


| Ax farther, 10 che Motive of 5 the 


Things that are written, was that they might 


be received, read, and believed by Mankind; ſo 


by Parity of Reaſon, ſuch would be the Motive 
for recording the other Things, had they been 


written. For though we are told, that avrov 
*Koopeor, means the World 7tſelf, and not the 


Men of the World; this is ſo far from being 


true and deciſive, that I appeal to the ſacred 


eee of St. John for the contrary 2 


ten 
* This i is the Opinion of Nonnus. 7 


: AM v% Jaupals WOAAG ooÞy Seil. Ziyn, 


Ma ęrus ernTupins, ra weg nvurev aurog Inoue 
Oc x«l* er Forxndov ang Beorog, ame AD | 
Bie T00TUTIOG veoTeuN tag vdt Xas auTOY 
: ee ayõ er, e OE uke. 


(0 25 ) 
ten times repeated. For when J hear our Lord 
ſaying Behold ! the World is gone after him. 
I am the Light of the World. Vet, a little 
« While, and the World ſeeth me no more. 


Not as the World giveth, give J unto you, = 
the World may know that I love the Father. 


—= Now if mere brute” Earth and Water, 
which i is here pretended to be the World can walk, 
or ſhine, or believe, or ſee, or give, or know, 
or love, or hate; — then we may ſuppoſe all theſe 
Expreſſions to ſignify the round World. — But 
as that can never be admitted againſt: com- 
mon Underſtanding, and the Connection and 
Meaning of every Paſſage, —we conclude that 
Koch here, as fo frequently before, means the 
Men of the World; and Nothing elſe; I pre- 
ſume it ever can mean, / conſiſtent with Belief 


of 


or the Notices of Reaſon. „ 


7 * 4. + y 
- 


g — If the World hate you, it hated me. — If 
- «ye were of the World, the World would love 
8 his own, but becauſe T have choſen you out 
* > of the World, therefore the World hateth you. 
5 


ober more; remembering the antient Way * 
Writing took up more Space than Printing; 
who can aſſure us with abſolute Certainty, that 
the Evangeliſts did not draw up their Hiftory 
as ſuccinct as poſſible? that the Copies might 
be tranſcribed with greater Expedition; diſperſ- 
ed with Ser K mw ere, with greater 
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be receiued by the Men of the World, as too 


, I live for. ever ; 


5 15 . is not e his Friends are 
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"EI TINY and retained ſooner 1 in the Memo- 
Ty. — Are-nat all theſe probable Reaſons, why 
that prodigious : A of Books would rio 
be contained by the round Yorld) but would not 


boundleſs to e PE; 7 


* . were much beneath we pin 4 
of an Evangeliſt, to be induſtriouſſy minute in 6 
publiſhing; all the Miracles of his Maſter || # 
to the World. It might ſeem, as if he needed | « 
all the little Celebrity of human Applauſe, 4 
which human Excellence is ſo. eager to attain.— 8 

t 
{ 


Should, he who ſpoke and acted above Huma- 
nity ; bo could Hf up his Hand to Heaven. and 


wha could whet his glittering 1 
Sword, and his Hand Pr Hold on Judgement; — || . 


Should he be lifted on the Stream of noiſy ce 
gyric, Which, like a Fountain in a Garden, 


65 mounts merely by Art, and then drops i into it- 
ſelf? — No, he wanted not the Praiſes of Men; 


— not even of his Friends. Of them ot ors 4 
were favoured with a Sight of his Glory o 


the Mount: the Viſion charmed their Souls z as 


his Miracles aſtoniſhed the World. — < Andi it 


is very remarkable, that through the whole of 
their Hiſtories they have not paſſed one En- 
comium upon Jeſus : his Life is not praiſed, 


* 8 xxxii. B's * 


6 . 5 

not commended, his Enemies are not re- 

proached, nor even blamed, but every thing 
©1s told naked and unadorned, as it happened: 
and every one may judge and make Reflections 
' of his own: a Manner of Writing, which 
the Evangeliſts would never have fallen into, 
' had they not been guided by the moſt ſober 
* Reaſon, and deeply impreſſed with the Truth 
* of their Subject. Yet it ſeems, the Things 
that are written, are only Parts of bis Ways, of 
d iN which how ſmall a Portion is heard; but the Thun- 
„ © der of bis Power abo can underſtand? + — Many 
— | Secrets of his Maſter's Boſom were reſerved by: 
- | the beloved Diſciple for: his Book of Revela- 
tions; and perhaps, for ought we know, the 
1 


Holy Spirit may have reſerved the T, hings that 
are not written, for the Contemplation of de- 
- | parted Souls: where, t by the Tree of Life, 
| which is in the midſt of the Paradiſe of God, we 
may feed on thoſe Wonders with ever-bloom- 


ing Joy, till Cbrif ale N and we IE fy HE 


Hom Gs Pe 1 Fs. 


Now to 93 King nen inviſible; _ 
c .ᷓternal, the one undivided Trinity, 
be Praiſe, Majeſty and Dominion, 7 
throughout 5 8 Ae 2 


+ Job. 
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